Greetings Gardeners, and Appreciators of Our Natural World,

On April 18, Roberta DiBisceglie was scheduled to join us with
her presentation, KNOW YOUR WEEDS. Unfortunately, as our
world stands now, we are unable to gather together, and our
library—as a building—is closed. Yet, Roberta—being the kind and
generous soul that she is—has offered her videotaped lecture to us
from when she presented it just a couple of months ago at NOFA.
As I write to you this morning, the white-throated sparrow is
singing. A song I treasure. Year round, I enjoy house sparrows at
my feeder. In April, I am gifted the song of the white-throated.
Sparrows symbolize joy, protection, simplicity, and community. I
am especially drawn to the idea of simplicity as we lose so much
around us. I observe the little sparrows.

I hope you will enjoy the lecture (link below), and are finding
solace in nature, and in your garden.
(Also, please see Roberta's weeds pop-quiz! How many weeds can
you identify!)
As always, my heart goes out to all of you who may be
experiencing difficulties.

My best to you, and take good care,
Sally
Sally Nacker
Reference Library Assistant
Seed Library, Seed Club, Gardening Lecture Series,
Exploring Our Natural World Lecture Series
Norwalk Public Library
1 Belden Avenue
Norwalk, CT 06850
snacker@norwalkpl.org

Roberta's videotaped lecture WEEDS, at NOFA! Click here!!

A third-generation horticulturist, Roberta trained at the New York Botanical Garden’s
School of Professional Horticulture and has managed landscapes for over 20 years. In
1998 she founded Columbine, a fine landscape gardening and design company that
develops and nurtures relationships between people and their gardens. A consultant for
Norwalk Pollinator Pathway and a NOFA Accredited Organic Land Care Professional,
Roberta is also an active and enthusiastic mentor with the Norwalk Mentor Program and
serves on the board of the East Norwalk Neighborhood Association.
I meant to be a writer and a teacher but was attracted towards the endlessly fascinating
world of plants. A serendipitous u-turn led me to train as a professional horticulturist at
New York Botanical Garden where I was able to foster a deeper connection to
gardening. Because I believe that the natural world inspires and renews the human spirit,
in 1998 I founded Columbine LLC, a fine landscape gardening and design firm. We build
and nurture relationships between people and their gardens by collaborating with our

clients to create specialized, customized spaces such as woodland retreats, cutting
gardens and seasonal containers -- really anything to do with nature and the joy it brings
us to our everyday lives.
--Roberta DiBisceglie https://columbinellc.com

And now, two poems by Robert Francis
(April is National Poetry Month, as well as National Garden Month)

It May Not Comfort You
It may not comfort you to know—
But if the time should ever come
When lily and delphinium
Are trampled to their doom
And only weeds are left to grow—
(Where has the gardener gone?
And who will mow the lawn?)
It may be comfort in your need
To find the goldenrod in bloom,
To find it flower and not weed.
-Robert Francis

Notice the planters on Francis's shelf
below his window

White Throated Sparrow in Massachusetts
South in September, north in May,
A bird that is always on its way.
And what it always seems to say is
Old Sam Peabody, Peabody, Peabody.
Hearing the song I overhear
The coming and going of the year.
Going or coming the song is clearly
Old Sam (sometimes without the peabody).
-Robert Francis

Hear Robert Francis from his home, Fort Juniper, on
Poems to a Listener:
https://poemstoalistener.org/interview/robert-francis-1984-1986series/

Fort Juniper, Amherst, MA

Until next week,
when we meet again!

