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had the brains, belligerence and instinct of
a potential journalist®°was confirmed when

Virginia
through a movie set.”!® This was how you coped
with war, Virginia realized: you allowed your
panic to galvanize you in a crisis, but afterwards

+ and hungry at the front. She was trying to
~ understand the speed with which war could
become a way of life—violent, heroic and
| staggeringly normal. She was also examining the
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- state of near-anaesthetized calm. “For the
- purposes of mental hygiene, I gave up trying to
~ think or judge,” she recalled, “and turned myself
- into a walking tape recorder with eyes.”*! Even

you suppressed the memory of it. It was how the
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this was an opportunity too good to miss. “I
was the only photographer for miles around
and now I owned a private war,” she gloated;

on therPolish side of the border, and- Clare
understood that she was now, by default, an active

war correspondent. It was a heady realization—as 5
Cl areos

favorite tune,

what fear is,” she would later admit. “But I don’t 1940

experience fear in war; I just know it won't
happen to me and I'll come through all right.”??

Helen 40
he ordered. “You can always see a parade but

you'll never again lunch at the Ritz, the day
after Paris was liberated.” But she was not to be

of Madame Lewulis’ torture—restricted by the
rules of censorship and good taste, she could
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aware of her deportation to Ravensbruck. It was as if
the hermetic world of haute couture had no concern
for a woman such as Catherine Dior, or for the
suffering that she had endured; nor even as to
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This book is beguilingly told and a lovely
object in its:own right. It just doesn't do what
it says on the bottle.
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the saying attributed to Saint Teresa of Avila: “There |
are more tears shed over answered prayers than over

unanswered prayers.”
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